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Jordan Vallone/Herald
Detective Frank Ruvolo addressed a packed room at the Merrick Golf Course on Aug. 9, as the Merrick-
‘Bellmore community held an emergency meeting to discuss a bias incident that occurred late last month.
Swastikas were found spray-painted on an elementary school playground in Merrick.

Following the discovery of swastikas spray-painted
on a playground at Chatterton Elementary School last
month, the South Merrick Community Civic Associa-
tion held an emergency meeting on Aug. 9 to address
the rise in antisemitic acts in the area.

The meeting attracted residents, rabbis and commu-
nity leaders from both Bellmore and Merrick, because
one of the accused perpetrators is a student at a school
in the Bellmore-Merrick Central High School District.

Recent incidents have not been limited to Bellmore
and Merrick, and have occurred in nearby communi-
ties as well. In May, graffiti containing hateful messag-
es appeared on playground equipment at Estella Park
in Seaford. Last year, swastikas were found in Seaford’s
Cedar Creek Pond and at Forest City Park Pond.
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Although the Nassau library
tour ended last week, the mem-
ories it has created for a Sea-
ford mother and her daughter
will last forever.

Danielle Scopinich and her
daughter, Ava, 10, were among
the first participants to finish
the Nassau Library Tour 2023.
From June 12 to Aug. 12, people
were invited to visit as many
Nassau County public libraries
as they could. The event served
as an opportunity for them to
discover a variety of libraries
within the county, and to expe-
rience new restaurants, parks

and other attractions nearby.

“It was a very interesting
experience, just being able to go
to all the different libraries to
see what they have to offer,”
Scopinich said.

Scopinich and her daughter
kicked off the tour at Seaford
Public Library, where they
received a map showing the
location of 58 libraries
throughout Nassau County. At
first, she said, they were eager

to complete the challenge right

away.

“For my daughter, once she
got the map, it was like, ‘Oh my
gosh, this is a huge map. I want
to be able to get all those little
blue dots on that map and just

fill the whole thing up!”” Sco-

pinich said.
They made their way
through libraries closest to Sea-

ford, and expanded upward
toward the North Shore. At
each stop they received a stick-
er and, after three and a half
weeks, they received their final
sticker at Levittown Public
Library.

Throughout the journey, Sco-
pinich and her daughter
enjoyed what each library had
to offer. They posed with small

props, such as a small school

bus cutout, and even went on
private tours in some libraries.
They were amazed at how tre-
mendous some libraries were,

Library tour provides lasting memories for mom, daughter

and even impressed by how
small others were compared to
their own library in Seaford.

" “We were doing things that
we were trying to accomplish
together,” Scopinich said,
“which made me excited.”

The library tour became a
powerful bonding experience
for Scopinich and her daughter.
Each day they would look at the

map and discuss which librar-
ies to visit, giving them a
moment to enjoy each destina-
tion, as well as spending quali-
ty time with each other.

“It really is a good experi-
ence I think for the kids, too,”
Scopinich said of the library
tour, “because it gets them to
really love their library.”
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For Scopinich, her love of the library
started young. Her mother was a school-
teacher who read frequently. Summers
for Scopinich consisted of playing out-
side and taking books out from the
library. Her favorites were R.L. Stein’s
“Fear Street” and the “Goosebumps”
series.

Scopinich has passed her love of hor-
ror down to her daughter, who also
enjoys reading “Goosebumps,” as well

Road trip to Nassau libraries strengthened bonds °

as “Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark” by

Alvin Schwartz.

“I'm raising a little Wednesday
Addams over here,” Scopinich said
laughing as she compared her daughter
to the girl in the “Addams Family.”

Ava also enjoys the children’s novels
“Ivy + Bean” and “Heidi Heckelbeck.”
Even though she is entering the fifth
grade, her mother said that she is
already reading at the end of a fifth
grade level.

Since moving to Seaford in 2014, they
have often visited the Seaford Public
Library, and whether taking out books
or participating in programs, they said
they have always felt welcome at their
neighborhood library.

“It wasn’t only a place to take out
books,” Scopinich said, “but it also
became a second home.”

Sabrina Boglioli, the children’s
librarian at Seaford, said Scopinich and
her daughter have been coming to the

i

Levittown Public Library.

library for so long that she has watched
Ava grow up.

“We have a really good community
here at the library,” Boglioli said.

At the end of their library tour, the

-

Danielle Scopinich and her 10-year-old daughter, Ava, pose behind a
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cutout bus at

mother and daughter received a hat, pin
and certificate and were entered into a
raffle.

For Scopinich, the real prize at the

end of the journey wasn’t a chance to

nmosumsy Danielle Scopinich
A hat and stuffed animal that Danielle
Scopinich and her daughter received as

" prizes.
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win a raffle, but the bonding experience

she experienced with her daughter and
the accomplishments they made togeth-
er. She added that it was all about taking
the journey with her daughter.

“These are mementos that she’ll have
for the rest of her life,” Scopinich said
of the prizes, “and we would definitely
do this again in the future.”






