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Collection Name: Levittown History Microfilm Collection

Background:

The Levittown Public Library (LPL) originally opened on June 30, 1951 in the
South Village Green and moved to its present location on Bluegrass Lane in January
1963. The LPL aims to provide extensive instructional, cultural, recreational and
educational resources for people of all ages to create a compelling learning
environment.

The Levittown History Microfilm Collection consists of nine (9) series titles: Island
Trees Eagle [1947-1947], Levittown Eagle [1947-1977], Levittown Press [1953-1977],
Levittown School District News [dates unknown], Levittown Tribune [1948-2022], Long
Island Press [1925-1977], Long Island Star Journal [1938-1968], Union Free School
District (UFSD) Board Minutes [dates unknown], and the Wantagh Citizen [1953-1967].
In their active years, these series reported primarily on news relating to Levittown and
Long Island.

Methodology:

This collection is a transfer by the LPL to the Levittown History Collection (LHC).
The transfer was initiated at the suggestion of archivists Emily Antoville and Emily
Rennie following a review of the microfilm collection. Emily Antoville prepared a draft of
an official microfilm policy for the library which it does not presently have. Antoville
selected the titles to be accessioned into the LHC based on the scope of the collection’s
mission.

A discussion about preservation needs, access, and policy development for the
microfilm was had by Emily Rennie, the Head of Technical Services, Priya Bradley, and
the Assistant Director, Irene Winkler. It was decided to pursue accession of the
suggested titles into the LHC, to improve storage, to create records for the microfilm in
the library catalog, and to seek digitization of titles relevant to Levittown.

Emily Rennie connected with Gary Lutz at the Medford-Patchogue Public Library
to discuss how their archive is storing their microfilm collection. Their collection is stored
in individual pH neutral boxes which are then stored in larger archival boxes. Reels
containing newspapers are kept inside of a stainless steel cabinet outside of the local
history room for patrons to access as they need using the microfilm reader. Reels that
contain other information such as historical maps are stored in the local history room for
research upon request. Their local history room operates on its own air conditioning unit
at a temperature never higher than 70 degrees Fahrenheit. They replaced all metal reels
in favor of plastic ones. They recycled any microfilm which did not have local interest
and are actively collecting only three (3) newspaper titles. They digitized the local
historical newspapers through the NYS Historical Newspapers Project.



The LHC archivist will improve housing and storage conditions of the microfilm
collection, collaborate with Technical Services to add microfilm to the LPL catalog, and
pursue digitization of Levittown heritage newspapers through the NYS Historical
Newspapers Project.

Evaluation:

Content.
The microfilm reels contain photographic scans of the pages of
newspapers occurring within the respective dates written on their boxes. The
information was originally printed on newsprint.

Island Trees Eagle: 1947-11-20 to 1947-12-25. Collection complete.
LPL is the only NLS holding.

Levittown Eagle: 1947-12-31 to 1953-05-28. Collection incomplete. LPL
is the only NLS holding.

Levittown Press: 1953-06-11 to 1956-12-27. Unknown completion. LPL
is the only NLS holding.

Levittown School District News: 1961-02 to 1982-06. Unknown
completion. LPL is the only holding.

Levittown Tribune: 1947-12-18 to 2019-01-01. Collection incomplete.
Hicksville, Island Trees, and East Meadow library may have some
portions of the serial.

Long Island Press: 1945-08 to 1977-03-25. Collection incomnlate
Raldwin mav have some portions of the serial

Long Island Star Journal: 1945-08 to 1967-11-30 Caollection
inrnmnleta 1 Pl ic the only NLS h0|d|ng

UFSD Board Minutes: 1949-12-29 to 1975-06-11. Unknown
completion. LPL is the only holding.

Wantagh Citizen: 1955-01-06 to 1965-04-08. Collection incomplete.
Wantagh may have this serial.

Structure.



The collection is separated by title and is organized chronologically in
metal filing cabinets.

There are 790 individual boxes. Each box measures 4"x4"x1.75", making
the total collection 12.83 cubic feet.

The collection is primarily accessed in the Tech Center on the ground
level of the library by request. It's readable only through the microfilm reader
available for public use in the Tech Center.

Context. ,

The serials contain articles documenting the history of Levittown and/or
the greater Long Island area. Some of the material contained on these films are
microfilmed versions of physical news clippings held in folders within the Vertical
File Collection in the Levittown History Room. The LHC does hold physical
versions of some of the newspapers including the Levittown Tribune and the
Levittown Eagle, however, this collection is in a preferred format for its higher
preservation quality when compared to newsprint. The serials under review are
all out of print and held by very few, if any other libraries in Nassau County (I
address Nassau County specifically because this is where all patrons of LPL
would be able access these materials).

The LPL is required to retain the UFSD Board Minutes.

Uses of records:

The LHC has been used by researchers across the globe. Major areas of interest
by researchers and students have been in architecture, construction, suburban
development, discrimination, and the role of women in the mid-century. Common
non-traditional users are family historians interested in genealogy.

The serials included in the proposed microfilm collection are scarcely available
and the content is rich. They aren’t currently available digitally. The LHC currently has
the equipment to digitize in-house safely. Based on the major areas of interest, the
scarcity of the content, and the richness of the information, the impact of digitization with
Optical Character Recognition (OCR) would be great. This could be pursued by existing
staff or by volunteers/interns.

Recommendations:

This collection has archival value to the LHC and should be accessioned.
Materials contaminated with vinegar syndrome pose a threat to the collection and must
be stored ¢ >an absorb acetic acid (which causes vinegar
syndrome) rased to hold contaminated materials on the
VHS shelving in storage away from the uncontaminated collection. In addition, proper
storage can significantly slow decay. Improved storage must be pursued for the whole
collection to prevent new and further decay. It's ideal that conditions are at a stable
temperature no higher than 70 degrees fahrenheit and at a relative humidity below 50%.
These are the ideal conditions to house most archival materials. It's recommended that
environmental conditions in storage be measured and tracked using a Data Logger—



significant fluctuations in temperature are a potential cause of vinegar syndrome and
other forms of decay. If we can track and identify these changes, we can seek methods
to improve conditions that may prevent further instances of decay. Custodial should be
made aware of the storage issue and consulted. According to the

(NARA) "keeping acetate films cold and dry slows chemical processes and largely
prevents vinegar syndrome from taking hold. Even a film with level 2 or 3 vinegar
syndrome can be kept in good condition for decades if stored correctly.”

If decay continues and materials reach physical decay, a frost-free freezer should
be purchased to store materials. This can halt decay, but is inhibitive to access as
materials would need to be reacclimated before use. This is a way to buy time until
digitization or duplication is made possible.

Digitization with Optical Character Recognition (OCR) of the microfilm should be
pursued when resources allow to improve access. Priority would be given to local
Levittown newspapers.



