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Jessica Mon, Oct 28, 2024 at 3:35 PM
To: Trina o<
Cc: Lisa

Hello Trina and Irene,

On September 26, | did a program called Dear Banned Author in honor of Banned Books Week.

This is an ALA initiative and teens wrote postcards to banned authors.

| bundled them up and sent them out along with a note to each author explaining the program and providing my contact
information if they wanted to respond to the teens.

Today, | received an email from Judy Blume!
I'm excited to email my group from last month and share it with them, and | also wanted to pass it along so you and the
Board can share in our excitement.

Thank you,
Jessica

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Judy Blume

Date: Mon, Oct 28, 2

Subject: thanks

To:

Dear Friends,

Thanks so much for your lively postcards! I'm glad to know you’re enjoying my books and helping in the
fight against censorship.

While you're at school this year, I'll be working in Key West where it’s always summer. Key West is as far
south as you can go and still be in the United States. Check it out on a map. It reminds me of Miami Beach,
where I lived when I was in third and fourth grades. If you’ve read Starring Sally J. Freedman As Herself,
you’ll know what I mean. In Key West I ride my bicycle everywhere. I even grocery shop by bike! You can
visit me at my website www.judyblume.com, and see a picture of me and my bicycle. (click on About Judy,
then on Photos)

Last year, I got to watch the filming of 4re You There God? It’s Me, Margaret. It was so much fun, but also
strange to listen to actors saying the lines I wrote long ago.

In the meantime, I’'m very busy working at Books & Books, the bookstore my husband and I started eight
years ago in Key West. It’s hard work but I love it. And I get to meet so many readers, kids and adults from
all over the world, looking for just the right book.

Thanks again for writing. Your messages remind me how lucky I am to have readers like you. Don't forget to
save some time for fun reading. I remind myself of that everyday!

Love,
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Jessica Carruba

Head of Teen Services
Levittown Public Library
Levittown, NY 11756
516-731-5728, ext. 247

"No matter what anybody tells you, words and ideas can change the world."
-Dead Poets Society
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