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Greetings Ms. Reed,

| wanted to take a moment to say thank you for the phenomenal services the Levittown Public Library provides to
the community, and to single out one of your employees--Daniel _-in particular.

| have lived in Levittown for a decade and on Long Island my entire life. Growing up in Setauket | was a loyal
patron of Emma S. Clark Memorial Library, and still have my well-worn childhood library card in my keepsakes
box; my well-worn Levittown Public Library card | keep in my wallet at all times. My mother worked as a public
school teacher and department head in Smithtown, my father as a library director at Suffolk County Community
College. | have spent my working life in higher education IT, seventeen years working for the City University of
New York and the past three working for Cornell University's Weill Cornell Medical College. | know from both
sides of the teacher's/reference/service desk that, more than anything else, what sets Long Island apart is the
quality of its public schools and its public libraries--and that that these two things go hand in hand.

As an information professional and a father | recognize and appreciate the immense positive impact that the
Levittown Public Library has on our community. In particular, | cannot speak highly enough for the impact that Mr.
Daniel, as he is affectionately known in our family, has had on my two daughters. My daughters are in awe of
your librarians and Mr. Daniel is their favorite member of the library staff. Whether we are at the library to check
out and return books, or to attend one of the many excellent programs you offer, "Can we go see Mr. Daniel?" is
the constant refrain. No trip would be complete without it.

Too few young women are encouraged to pursue interests in STEM fields, and | have seen the impact first-hand
in my professional life. | feel the sting of this all too deeply when | look at my elder daughter whose hero is
Katherine Johnson, and | do everything | can to encourage both of my daughters' interests in STEM fields. But, at
the end of the day, | am their father, and desperately un-cool. Not so Mr. Daniel. To them he is a super-wizard,
Gandalf incarnate, the coolest of the cool. He is the holder of the greatest and most powerful spells, whose
names are knowledge and science. He has encouraged them in their interests in science, computers, and
engineering, always making time for them and always making them feel that the Innovation Station is their space.

A heartfelt thank you to Mr. Daniel and to all of the Levittown Public Library staff for the enormous role they play
in making Levittown a community, and for making the library a home for all of us.

Sincerely,
Steven
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